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Buy America 

• 23 USC 313 (law) 

• 23 CFR 635.410 (regulation) 

• All Federal-aid construction projects 

• Applicable to IRON & STEEL only 

• Minimal use = 0.1% (contract value) or 

$2500 whichever is greater 

• Must be certified 



Buy America Coverage 

SCRAP 

Can be 

Foreign 

Domestic Manufacturing 



Recent Developments  

2012 Clarification memo on manufactured 
products has been withdrawn 

It defined a “Manufactured product” as steel 
or iron products with 90% steel content 

Granted an exception to miscellaneous steel 
or iron components 

VDOT transitioned out of the 2012 memo in 
April 30th 2016 



How to Certify Materials  

See Special Provision for Use of Domestic 
Material (handout) 

“All Manufacturing Processes must occur in 
the United States” 

Prior to incorporation of Material into project, 
the Contractor shall furnish a Certificate of 
Compliance 





Buy America Compliance 

• Steel mill test 

report from 

Moscow 
D’oh! 



A step certification is a process under which 
each handler (supplier, fabricator, 
manufacturer, processor, etc) of the iron and 
steel products certifies that their step in the 
process was domestically performed. 

This process applies to cases where the 
material has multiple manufacturing 
processes E.g. Melting, rolling, coating, etc.  

What is Step Certification? 



Federal Aid Essentials  

Short videos of Federal Regulations 

  

Google: Federal Aid Essentials 

 

Buy America Field Compliance Video 

 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federal-aidessentials/indexofvideos.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federal-aidessentials/catmod.cfm?id=28


Questions? 

 

Gilberto De León P.E. 

Program Delivery Team Leader 

FHWA VA-DIV 

gilberto.deleon@dot.gov 

804-775-3362 

 


